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Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm,  
for God can be trusted to keep his promise. Let us think of ways to 

motivate one another to acts of love and good works.  
And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, 

but encourage one another, especially now that the day of  
his return is drawing near.     ~ Hebrews 10:23-25 

 

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching,  
and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s 

Supper), and to prayer. A deep sense of awe came over them all, 
and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders.  

And all the believers met together in one place and shared 
everything they had. They sold their property and possessions and 
shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at 

the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper,  
and shared their meals with great joy and generosity  

all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the 
people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those  

who were being saved.      ~ Acts 2:42-47 

 

The two scriptures above speak deeply to the truth that the Body of 
Christ, the Church, is relational, and presence is necessary. This is not 
a chance for me as the pastor to communicate the need for church 
attendance. Instead, it is me as the pastor sharing the truth of the 
scripture around how God designed us as Christians specifically to be in 
relationship with Him and each other. Life is hard and as challenges, 
some days more than others. The Hebrews text notes we need to look 
for ways to motivate each other to share in acts of love and good 
works. It adds the idea we must not forget to meet, like in worship. 
The Acts text talks about the believers gathering and breaking bread 
and speaks of meeting together in large settings; however, it also 
points out the early church met in homes, breaking bread and 
fellowshipping. It even adds the thought that generous hearts and time 
spent together in Temple and homes is how the church grew in those 
first years. I believe that same pattern is how the church can 
experience growth today. Please remember these opportunities are 
not about inviting people to church; they are about inviting people to 
experience the Risen Savior firsthand in their life! 

Let me first be clear nothing that has been planned for this fall and 
winter in the way of small group ministries has been designed to “grow 
the church” or, as I like to put it, “get butts in seats” instead there 
have been discussions, and fervent prayer on how to create 
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We’re Vanco, the eGiving provider 

behind your church’s GivePlus Mobile 

app. We are pleased to inform you that 

your church is now using a new online 

giving app, Vanco Mobile.      

Download the free Vanco Mobile app today in 

the Google Play store or the Apple App store. Find 

your organization by searching for your church 

by Fairfax United Methodist Church or by its invite 

code, UNYMRV.  

Thanks,  The Vanco Team 

With Vanco Mobile, our mobile giving app, you can 
make giving easier—even when you’re away from 
home, not feeling well, or just can’t make it to 
Worship on Sunday...Download the app to your 
phone to be able to give anytime, anywhere! Plus 
you can set up a reoccurring offering—you don’t 
even have to remember...it does it for you! 

Give to any of our church funds: 

General Adopt a Family Memorial 

Altar Flowers Bulletins Website 

Special Sundays    Benevolent Text Spnsr 

Backpack Buddies Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)  

 

You can also choose whether to donate as a guest, 
or you can set up an account that will allow you to 

conveniently schedule and manage recurring 
donations, store bank account information for 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Did you know there are 3 ways to give your 
weekly/monthly Tithes & Offerings? 

1) drop into offering plate on Sundays;  
2) You can use our Vanco mobile app (see below—
you are able to give to multiple ministries on the app);  
3) mail to PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446  

Also: don’t forget to give towards our loose change 
campaign...Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)  

Tarkio—Westboro—Fairfax 

Food Pantry  

Please drop your items in the  
white basket by the west doors!  

September Items: 

Box of Saltine Crackers  
Can of Any Vegetable 

Grape Jelly in plastic bottle 

Blessing House:  

Weekly Supervisors  
The supervisors will stop in regularly to refill 
and take note on what goes well and then will 
let us know what items we might be getting low 
on for donations.  

September: week of the 4th—Jayne 

week of the 11th—Lois 

week of the 18th—Suzanne 

week of the 25th—Alice 

‘the Nook’ 
is open on Sundays 
following worship! 
Please see the Sign up 

sheet for hosting one Sunday. Ministry Team asks 
that only 1 item be served a Sunday (example 
cookies) & request that the host/hostess serve the 
food & clean up following.  

Pastor Brad would still like to have a couple 
more “Coffees” to meet Fairfax United 
Methodist Church members and friends. In 
these smaller, more intimate settings, Pastor 
Brad and Christin (if she is available to come) 
get to know the church and her people quicker 
and better. If you would like to host a “Coffee 
with the Pastor” event in your home, please let 
Darla know. The “Coffee” should take no more 
than 1 ½ hours; please invite no more than four 
to six people from our church family or people 
connected to the church. Please make the 
event simple to host: coffee, tea, and light 
refreshments. Feel free to schedule them at 
your convenience at any time of day, any day 
but Fridays and Mondays through Sunday, 
September 11, 2022.  

https://vancopayments.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc38771a0f067c17a92375055&id=a6c4f8f800&e=0d6ce36a89
https://vancopayments.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc38771a0f067c17a92375055&id=eebae74a7d&e=0d6ce36a89
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opportunities for us as a part of the Body of Christ here at Fairfax UMC might experience more of 
what God has planned for us as His children. I often say, “Who God has created and called us to be.” 
As the scriptures above express, we as believers must look for ways to encourage one another and 
spend time in worship and small groups sharing and learning. There will be some new connection 
points in the life of the church beginning this fall. They are covered in a little more detail in another 
place in the month’s Fairfax Messenger. However, in a nutshell, I plan to offer a new Sunday School 
class beginning on Sunday, September 18th. Also, Christin and I will lead the first of what I hope to be 
more small groups in the life of this church that same evening at the parsonage. Lastly, I plan to 
offer an Advent Study beginning November 6th, and I have plans currently for a Lenten Study next 
year. I feel it is vital for us as believers to gather for worship each week. Still, I also understand the 
Biblical role of small group learning and fellowship opportunities like Sunday School, Bible/book 
Studies, Home Groups, and so forth in the life and ministry of the Church. I am asking you now to 
begin lifting in prayer these new and exciting opportunities to be in a relationship with each other 
and with God! 

Praise God! 
In His Presence, 
Pastor Brad Dush 

Continued from page 1 

Pastor’s  Corner 

Mark Your Calendars: 

The WEE’s HAM DINNER AND BASKET AUCTION is 
scheduled for SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23RD. 

Start planning your baskets now. Make sure you 
put it into your calendars!! 

Party at the Parsonage!   

**DATE CHANGED DUE TO FOOTBALL GAME**  
 

Christin and I (Pastor Brad) feel so blessed to have the beautiful parsonage the church provides; we 
want our church family to be our guests a few times a year for food, fun, and fellowship.  

We plan to provide the meat along with 
tea and lemonade. Please bring a side or 
dessert to share and lawn chairs. We plan 
to eat outside, but we will go inside if the 
weather doesn’t cooperate.  

10/1/22 
Parsonage 

Mailing address for Andrew & Julie Sanders 
during their leave of absence:  

Sanders’ Family 
121 E. Commercial St. 

PO Box 90 
Lebanon, MO 65536 

The first Party at the Parsonage is a BBQ, tentatively 
scheduled for Sat., October 1, 2022 at 5:00 PM. 
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Pastor Brad’s Sermon Planning Retreat 

Pastor Brad will be on a sermon planning retreat from September 12th to 16th. In August, Survey slips 
have been available for you to complete and share your topics of interest for sermons and short-term 
studies, along with some of your favorite hymns and modern worship songs. Please be in prayer 
concerning your interests, it is not a guarantee it will be a sermon or study topic, but Pastor Brad 
loves to know your interests. Drop you filled out surveys into the marked basket by the west doors. 

New Sunday School Class  

and New Small Group Opportunities  

Coming in September 

 

Beginning Sunday, September 18, 2022, Pastor Brad 
plans to offer a new adult Sunday School class. This 
new class will meet downstairs outside the kitchen at the double table.  At this time, he 
plans to utilize multiple sources for the material covered in class rather than a 
traditional 52-Week Liturgical/Seasonal Curriculum. The study the class will participate 
in is a book study over the book The Holy Spirit in the Wesleyan Heritage by Mack B. 
Stokes. This will be an eight-week study; if you would like to join this class, please let 
Darla know by September 7th so we can order the correct number of books. Pastor Brad 
plans to announce before the end of this study what the subsequent study will cover. In 
addition, some plans are being explored to add one more adult Sunday school class after 
this first outing. 

 

 

Along with the new Sunday School class beginning on 
September 18th, Pastor Brad and Christin will launch 
what we hope to be the first of several new small group opportunities coming to Fairfax 
UMC. This first small group will happen at the parsonage on Sunday evenings, beginning 
at 6:30 PM, and last for five weeks; light refreshments will be available each week. The 
group will share as they review some material written by Pastor Brad entitled Small 
Groups Rooted in Scripture. This first group is intended for those interested in hosting a 
small group in their home in the coming months and early next year. If you would like to 
help create beautiful opportunities for fellowship and growth in our relationships with 
God hosting a small group might be the ticket. Please let Pastor Brad know your intent to 
participate in this inaugural group by September 7th.  

 

 

Finally, several people have expressed a desire for the 
church to have opportunities for Bible and book studies 
throughout the year. As a result, pastor Brad plans to lead a six-week Advent study he 
wrote, Come Thou Long Expected Jesus beginning Sunday, November 6, 2022. The study 
will start at 6:30 PM each night and meet in the church basement. Participants will be 
asked to share in bringing light refreshments each week. More information and a study 
synopsis will be in next month’s newsletter.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SMALL GROUP 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 



5 

Festival of Sharing 

The Merida Foundation  
is a charity focusing 
efforts on nutrition  
and VISION resources 
for residents in rural 
villages in Mexico’s 
Yucatan State.  
The organization 
rehabilitates USED 
EYEGLASSES for 
residents reaching 
thousands of people 
with vision-impairments 
each year. One small 
donation of something 
no longer needed 
allows a child to see 
the blackboard, a 
women to continue  
her sewing, or a man  
to read a newspaper. 

Filled packs,  

blankets and  

used eyeglasses,  

may be brought to  

the church  

now through  

Sunday,  

September 4th! 

 

PLEASE FOLLOW  

SIZES/DIRECTIONS 

LISTED FOR ITEMS—

they want each pack 

that they hand out 

to be equal. 

              (We will have the large 2—2 1/2 gallon zippered 
storage bags here at the church—you may just bring items in a shopping bag!) 
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School Partnership 

What a privilege I had the morning of August 
17th to pray for the staff and students at the 
Fairfax R-III Schools as the new school year 
begins. It was also wonderful to bring 
breakfast to them on the staff’s first day on 
behalf of the Fairfax United Methodist Church 
as we begin our new ministry of a school 
partnership. I can’t wait for our church family 
to love on and bless the staff and students! 
Thank you to all of the church family who 
helped with food and big thanks to the ladies 
who set up and helped serve!  
-Pastor Brad 

Sunday, September 11th  

For the start of Kid’s Sunday School, the youth will be hosting a  

Pancake/Waffle Bar Fundraiser 
8:45-10:00 am 

Proceeds to Chokwe UMC for office equipment. 

  

Youth Service Project 

We had awesome workers on 
August 1st for our project of 
some yard work at the 
parsonage. Such a fun time!! 
Sure was hot!!!! Thanks chef 
Dereck for the delicious 
food:)  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
Office: 

Hours: 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Mon—Thurs 

Phone:  
660-686-3314 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Fax: 660-686-9505 
(during office hours) 

Pastor: 

Hours:  
Tue & Thur 
8am-12pm 

OR call for appt 

Cell:  
573– 631-4110 

brad.dush@ 
yahoo.com 

Worship  
Schedule 

Sunday School: 
9:30 am 

(kid’s - summer break) 

In-house Worship: 
10:30 am   

and on Facebook  

Channel 61:  
4:00pm Tues 

 1 2 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Amy 

3 

4 

Last day to bring 
Festival of Sharing 
items/packs 

Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: Jayne 

5   Labor Day 

Office Closed 

6 
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Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

Worship Team: 
5:30pm 
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9 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Suzanne 

10 

 

11 

Pancake/Waffle Bar: 
8:45-10am hosted 
by the youth. 
Fundraiser for 
Chokwe UMC 

Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: Lois 

 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

W.E.E.: 6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

15 16 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Mardee 

 

 

17 

 

18   

 Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: Suzanne 

19 

Newsletter  
Deadline: OCT 

20 

 

21 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

22 

 

23 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
DeAnna 

 

 

24 

 

25 

Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: Alice 

26 

 

 

27 

 

28 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

Fairfax United  

Methodist Church        
305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446          

www.fairfaxumc.net — 660-686-3314 — umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Pastor Brad Dush 
PO Box 347, Fairfax, MO 64446 — Cell: 573-631-4110 — brad.dush@yahoo.com 

Pastor Brad’s Sermon Retreat 
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HOTLINES: 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline ------------------ 9-8-8 

Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741 

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000 
     24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families 

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738 

Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210 

Gambling Addiction -------------- 1-888-BETSOFF 
 ------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633) 

Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280 

Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047 

Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence 
 --------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480 

Teen-to-Teen Hotline ------------ (800) TLC-TEEN 
 ---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336 

 

September Birthdays 
  

 Rose Adamson  09/01 
 Tabitha Wintz   09/08 
 Jax Peregrine   09/08 
 Patty Kemerling  09/10 
 Randall Sly   09/11 
 Jenea' Salmond  09/13 
 Harper Smith  09/13 
 Melanie Riley  09/16 
 Dave Kemerling  09/17 
 Kaylyn Sander  09/17 
 Megan Torres  09/21 
 Audrey Zumbrunnen  09/21 
 Pam Davis  09/22 
 Dustin Graves 09/23 
 Dennis Bowlin  09/25 
 Alice Kemerling 09/27 
 Scout Smith  09/27 
 Brad Dush  09/27 
 Janet Morton   09/29 
 

September  

Anniversaries 
  

 Scott & Holly Swinehart 09/01 
 Jim & Judy Holtz  09/03 
 Travis & Tessa Martin  09/10 
 John & Whitney Gilbert  09/24 
 Gregg & Lori Smith  09/27 
 Mike & Pam Monk  09/29 
 
If you or your loved ones are not on the 

list, or we have your day incorrect,  
contact the church office: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314  
with your info and we will get  

our records updated. 

Women’s Evening 

Edition (WEE) 
Wed., Sep. 14th at 6:30 pm 

Thank you 
for all your 
support of our 
Betsy Bingo 
during  
the fair.   
-FUMC youth 

Worship Team Mtg 
Wed., Sep. 7th at 5:30 pm 

tel:18008528336
tel:18008528336
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Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 
Recognized on the last Sunday of each month! 
Tradition is to give a penny for each year and 
drop it into the little white church as you 
come forward! But don’t worry if you don’t 
have anything to give—we want ALL to come 
forward for their recognition! 

Serving our church  

in September: 

(sign up sheet will be passed around on Sunday, 
August 28th) 

Altar Flowers ($35): _____________________  

Bulletins ($10ea):   

 Sep 4:        ________________________ 

 Sep 11:  ________________________ 

 Sep 18:  ________________________ 

 Sep 25:  ________________________ 

Communion Server:  ___________________ 
    Sep 4th 

2 slickTEXT Sponsors: 1) __________________  

   ($25 ea)  2) __________________  

Ushers: _____________; _____________ 

Website Sponsor ($26.25): Matt & Theresa Larson  

(Please contact the church office  
if you can fill any of the open areas.) 

Stewardship 2022: 

facebook 
You can find a link to watch our online 
services, or to just look over our page, on our 
church website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.  

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

We could use more volunteers… 
please prayerfully consider if 

this could be YOU!  

Call Lois at 660-736-4965  
or 660-623-0040. 

Receipts as of August 24, 2022: 
 

Plate & Electronic Offerings:                   Attendance: 

  First Sunday 2,514.00  53 

  Second Sunday 1,115.00  46 

  Third Sunday 375.00  - 

  Fourth Sunday -  - 

  Fifth Sunday -  - 

   Total ‘General’ Offerings: 4,004.00 
 
BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only: 
 Received to Date Total Income: 68,016.82 
 Total Budgeted to date:   89,148.00     
     (2,622 weekly)c. 
 

  Received  Received 
 SPECIAL OFFERINGS:  To Date 

 Altar Flowers 70.00 280.00 
 Backpack Buddies 0.00 0.00
 Benevolent Fund 0.00 350.00 
 Building Use 0.00 0.00
 Bulletins 30.00 320.00 
 Cash Back (iGive/UMC Market) 0.00 0.00
 Festival of Sharing 0.00 0.00 
 Food Pantry 0.00 0.00 
 GHG (formerly FRB) 0.00 0.00 
 Lent (to mobile camp) 0.00 195.00 
 Memorials 0.00 150.00 
 Mobile Camp Scholarships 0.00 125.00 
 Mozambique Initiative:    
    Loose Change  106.76 948.77 
 OCC Shipping (made out to FUMC) 0.00 0.00
 Sunday School 35.38 388.12 
 Text Sponsor 50.00 400.00 
 UMCOR advance 0.00 775.00 
 Web Site 52.50 240.25 
 Youth Fundraisers 500.00 500.00 
 Special Sundays: 
    Human Relations Day 0.00 100.00 
    UMCOR Sunday 0.00 290.00 
    Native American Ministries 0.00 100.00 
    Peace with Justice 0.00 125.00 
    World Communion 0.00 0.00 
    UM Student Day 0.00 0.00 Meals On Wheels 

  Sep 2-Amy  Sep 9-Suzanne     Sep 16-Mardee 

 Sep 23-DeAnna   Sep 30-Lisa 

June 12-13 

Rightnow Media 
Reminder: We as a church have partnered with 

RightNow Media to offer you Christian tools and 
content for use in your homes. You have invested 

in your church by your prayers, presence and gifts. 
As a church we would like to invest in you.  

To get set up: text FAIRFAXUMC to 49775  

or type in this web address  
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/ 

Invite/FairfaxUMC 

It is our hope that this tool can be used to  
further disciple you and your families! 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FairfaxUMC
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FairfaxUMC
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Address Service Requested 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO 64446 

FAIRFAX MESSENGER 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

- Located outside of the Methodist Church 

KEEPING THIS STOCKED AND AVAILABLE! 

Sharing & showing God’s love for his people!! 

What is in the blessing house?   

Non-perishable items (no glass bottles) 

TIPS: look for box items that use water not milk; 

 boxed milk is good; Spices or Salt/Pepper;  

 look for the pop tops on veggies/fruit;  

 Cake mix/frosting are great for their birthdays;  

 detergents/cleaning items are always appreciated 

Who can access it?  Anyone can access it, at any time.   

PLEASE DONATE NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS  

When you get your groceries—just remember the Blessing House and 

pick up a few extra items ... Thank you all so much!! 

Please leave your items in the elevator foyer beside the shelves.  

(local Food Pantry isn’t open till last half of month) 
 

—Join (and share) our Facebook group — Blessing House Fairfax Missouri FUMC 


